
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 

 THE MIAMI BEACH EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT PLAN 

 OF THE CITY OF MIAMI BEACH 

 December 14, 2010 

 

Chairman Boyd called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Board Members present were as follows: 

 

James Boyd   Jose Cruz   Hilda Fernandez  

Jorge Gomez   Warren Green  Reinaldo Horday  

Richard McKinnon  Jonathan Sinkes     

 

Members absent –  Patricia Walker    

  

Also present were:     

 

Alison Bieler  Legal Counsel 

Rick Rivera   Pension Administrator 

Robert Martinez  Assistant Pension Administrator 

Robert Gewanter  Proprietor, M & M Package Store 

Willie Lawson  Retiree member 

Linda Hudson   Daughter of Willie Lawson 

Melissa Algayer  Fund’s Actuary (via conference call) 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Sinkes duly seconded by Ms. Fernandez, and 

with Mr. Green and Mr. McKinnon abstaining, it was  

  

RESOLVED  That the travel expense reimbursements for Warren 

Green and Richard McKinnon for the amount of 

$902.58 and $2,279.74 respectively be added to the 

consent agenda under item C-13, request for payment 

(Conferences). 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Fernandez duly seconded by Mr. Horday, and 

with Mr. Green and Mr. McKinnon abstaining, it was  

  

RESOLVED  That the Consent Agenda be approved as amended.  
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       CONSENT AGENDA 

 

C-1 The Minutes of the November 9, 2010 board meeting were approved 

as presented. 

 

C-2 New Members were approved as follows –  

NAME ID # CLASSIFICATION Union HIRE 

Pedro Quintela 19677 Chief Mech. Inspector UNCL 11/15/2010 

Robert Rosenwald 19678 Sr. Asst. City Atty UNCL 11/01/2010 

 

C-3 New Retiree Allowances were approved as follows – (None) 

Name Date Retirement Type 
Monthly 
Amount 

Jesus Reyes 12/01/2010 Ordinary Retirement  $2,818.55 

Jesus Reyes 12/01/2010 Partial L/S Option(12.73%) $60,011.00 

Brunilda Garcia 12/01/2010 Ordinary Retirement $1,121.07 

 

C-4 New Pensioner Allowances were approved as follows – (None) 

 
C-5 Requests for Lump Sum Refunds were approved as follows –  

Name Separation Date Amount Reason 

Xavien Andrews 11/12/2010 $8,652.28 Resignation 

Michael Arias 11/17/2010 $9,447.60 Resignation 

Lavera Jackson 11/15/2010 $9,802.68 Resignation 

 

C-6 Request for Accumulated Contribution Refund for a Named 

Beneficiary was approved as follows – (None) 

 

C-7  Purchases of Creditable Service Time were approved as follows-  

YEAR HOURS CASH LEAVE 

NAME DATE PURCHASED USED USED  AMOUNT  

Angel Rivera 12/10/2010 0.52 48.79  $1,384.88   $ 1,330.83  

Shuler Evins 11/15/2010 0.50 119.12  $     -     $ 2,090.55  

Francisco Romero 10/11/2010 0.52 94.4  $     -     $ 1,280.63  

Dania Grandos 12/08/2010 0.53  $2,473.50  
 

 

C-8 Request for up to Two (2) years of additional creditable 

service were approved as follows – 

SWORN 

 STATEMENT CMB Application CREDITABLE  

SIGNED  & PRIVATE PRIOR Resume or SERVICE 

NAME  NOTARIZED SECTOR GOV'T Add'nl back up PURCHASED 

Caroline Defreze X X X 2.0 

Keith Valles X X X 2.0 
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C-9 DROP applicants were approved as follows – (none) 

 
C-10 Lump Sum Refunds Paid since the last meeting 

       were approved as follows –  

Date of Check IRS Tax Tax Payment 

Name  Check Voucher Amount Payment Date 

Michael Reyes 11/12/2010 112279 $42,221.67  $10,555.42 11/15/2010 

Alexa Fonseca 11/12/2010 112280 $11,681.76  $2,920.44  11/15/2010 

Lorry Henley 11/12/2010 112281 $5,674.37  $1,134.87  11/12/2010 

Maureen Parker FBO (IRA) 11/12/2010 112282 $12,800.26  $0.00  IRA Rollover 

Kenny Socarras FBO (IRA) 11/12/2010 112284 $5,793.32  $0.00  IRA Rollover 

Kimberly McCoy 11/15/2010 112285 $20,401.24  $8,743.39  11/15/2010 

 

C-11 The Financial Reports were approved as presented. 

 
C-12 Requests for Payment 
Steve Cypen- Legal Services 

   Legal services rendered for the month of December 2010  $    4,500.00  

Joan Wall- Bookkeeping  

  services rendered for the month of December 2010  $      350.00  

Holland & Knight- Legal Services 

  Pension Compliance Review Inv.# 2587641  $      500.00  

GRS- Actuary Fee 

  Actuary fees rendered 10/31/10 Per Inv.# 113386  $    1,403.00  

Fiduciary Trust International- Custody Fees 

  Qrt.10/31/10 Per Inv.# S14800085227  $    7,592.56  

Wellington - Investment Management Fees 

  Qtr. Ending 9/30/10 Per inv.# 355133  $   44,930.39  

Goldstein Schechter Koch- Auditors 

  Progress bill for audit work for P/E 9/30/10   $    7,000.00  

SBS Miami Lakes- Copier 

  Monthly copier fees per inv.# 164911687  $      228.56  

Office Depot- Office Supplies 

  Per inv.# 539949409001, 53994929001,541451778001  $      197.82  

IDD- Storage Fees 

  Per invoice # 053703 dated 10/31/10  $      112.24  

Shred-It- Office Maintenance 

  Destruction/Shredded Per invoice # 414827753 dated 11/17/10  $       55.00  

Standard Register- Office Supplies 

  Check stock and direct deposit Inv.# 5450005 dated 11/30/10  $      805.92  

Bureau of Vital Statistics- Verification Service 

  Request for death certificate for John Bezner  $        7.00  

The Berwyn Group- Verification Services 

  Mid-Year Death Check for Retirees Per inv.# 16429  $      305.00  
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Jose L. Joy - Medical Records 

  Request for medical records for Marcos Bello  $        6.00  

Baptist Hospital- Medical Records 

  Request for medical records for Marcos Bello  $      655.00  

Orthopedic & Spinal Associations-Medical Records 

  Request for medical records for Eddy Castera  $       39.00  

Rick Rivera- Office Supplies 

  Reimbursement for Forms/1099R for 2010  $      290.90  

C-13 Requests for Payment (Conferences) 

Warren Green- Conference & Education 

  Travel Exp. Reimbursement for IFEBP Honolulu, HI  $      902.58  

Richard McKinnon - Conference & Education 

  Travel Exp. Reimbursement for IFEBP Honolulu, HI  $      2,279.74  

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

R-1 Deferred Items –  

 

A.     Ms. Algayer reviewed the letter from GRS dated December 

10, 2010 regarding IRS Code Section 415.  Ms. Algayer went 

over the worksheets showing the amount of payment for each 

participant beginning January 1, 2011.  She explained that the 

total benefit amount payable to each retiree is not affected, 

except that the payment for most participants will be from two 

sources (the Retirement System and the excess benefit plan).  

The Board approved that the Administrator go forward with the 

2011 retirement payment schedule as outlined in the GRS 

worksheet. 

 

A question arose regarding whether Robert Friedman, the Fund’s 

tax attorney, had approved of the methodology to reverse the 

excess benefits that were paid from the Retirement System 

assets from 2006.  Ms. Bieler reminded the Board that Mr. 

Friedman had approved the methodology of the reversal outlined 

in the email from GRS to the Administrator dated June 7, 2010.  

 

Mr. Cruz asked Ms. Algayer to provide an explanation for the 

difference between the cost savings of approximately $285,000 

compared to the $308,198 additional annual excess payment from 

the GRS letter dated December 10, 2010.  The Board requested 

that this be a written explanation.  The Board also requested 

that Mr. Friedman provide the Administrator a letter regarding 

the methodology used by GRS and its compliance with the IRC 

and the regulations issued thereunder.      
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R-2 New Items –  

 

A. Letter from Robert Gewanter regarding retiree Willie 

Lawson’s retirement check – The Board reviewed the letter from 

Robert Gewanter, proprietor of M&M package store, requesting 

that the Board assist Mr. Willie Lawson in entering into a re-

payment plan to M&M package store for a duplicate retirement 

check that was cashed at the M&M package store.  Ms. Bieler 

said that the Board was not authorized to assist Mr. Lawson 

with this matter.  She said that this was a private matter 

between Mr. Gewanter and Mr. Lawson.  The Administrator said 

that the Fund was not due any money as the original check had 

not been cashed from the retirement fund’s account.   

 

A discussion ensued.  Mr. Lawson addressed the Board.  He 

stated that he would be willing to voluntarily enter into a 

repayment plan with Mr. Gewanter and M&M Package store.  He 

said that he could repay $500 per month to M&M Package store. 

Ms. Bieler reminded Mr. Lawson that he was under no obligation 

by the pension board to enter into an agreement with M&M 

Package store.  A discussion ensued.  Mr. Lawson, with the 

assistance of the pension office staff, drafted a payment 

arrangement request initiated by Mr. Willie Lawson to pay M&M 

package store the sum of $2,240.59.  Ms. Bieler and the Board 

approved of the draft form. 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Fernandez duly seconded by Mr. 

Horday, and unanimously   

  

RESOLVED That Mr. Willie Lawson’s payment arrangement 

to repay M&M Package Store $2,240.59 be 

approved as presented.   

 

R-3 Other Business 

 

A.      Administrator’s Report – The Administrator stated that 

the external audit was substantially complete with nothing out 

of the ordinary to report.  He said that the audited financial 

statement presentation to the Board would be at the January or 

February 2011 board meeting.  The Administrator said that he 

had not completed compiling the actuarial data for the Fund’s 

actuary.  He said he hoped to complete this later this month 

or early next month.  Mr. Cruz asked if a request could be 

made to GRS, the Fund’s Actuary, to present the valuation at 

the February board meeting if the Administrator submitted the 

data to the actuary early enough.  The Administrator said he 

make the request if he finished compiling the data in time. 
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R-4  For Your Information 

  

 Chairman Boyd and Ms. Bieler reviewed For Your Information. 

  

There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made 

by Mr. Green duly seconded by Ms. Fernandez and unanimously 

  

RESOLVED That the meeting be adjourned. The meeting was 

adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 

 

 

 
                                                 ______ _

        

James Boyd, Chairman                 Hilda Fernandez, Secretary    

  

 

 

 

 

 


